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spection tour of the Islands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote.
It will be the pretext."
On the following night the general carried on long
conversations with his friends concerning future develop-
ments. He had just ciphered some letters with the aid of
a little book which he always had with him.
"The time is ripe/' exclaimed the general, "and we cannot
delay much longer, because the advances of anarchy have
been considerable, and very soon they will have forestalled
the possibilities of a popular reaction which still pulsates in
Spain,"
Someone wished to answer those words with the happy
prophecy, "Within a week all will have been favourably
decided."
Franco looked at him fixedly, and weighing his words,
he said with some severity, "If the military coup is success-
ful, yes. But the government has many forces at Its com-
mand."
There was silence until the general had completed his
train of thought. He then made the prophetic statement,
"If the coup fails, there will be a long and bloody civil
war; the enemies of Spain are many and they are power-
ful"
All were silent. From the open balcony could be seen
the exuberant tropical flowers, tossing In the breeze which
came from over the sea. Franco rose, and to dissipate the
doubts which his words had left, he added, "I have absolute
faith in victory, and I am convinced that Spain, after the
period of hardship which will necessarily follow that war,
will recover quickly with the recuperative faculty of the
country and its people, to enter upon an era of splendour
and prosperity."
On the morning of the i6th? the telegraph wires carried
sad and unexpected news to Tenerife, General Amado